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Instructor: Prof. Daniela Vallega-Neu    
Office hours:  MW 3:30-4:30 in SCH 245  Email: dneu@uoregon.edu  
Main class meets: MW 2-3:20pm in 101 LIB 
Discussion sections: 
CRN 25465: F 11-11:50 in 117 ED  GE: Paria Akbar Akhgari 
CRN 25466: F 12-12:50 in 117 ED  GE: Paria Akbar Akhgari 
CRN 27725: F 10-10:50 in 250C SC GE: Bonnie Sheehey 
CRN 27726: F 13-13:50 in 250C SC GE: Bonnie Sheehey 
 
GE Paria Akbar Akhgari / Email: paria@uoregon.edu /  

Office hours M 1-2 pm W 12-1 pm in 154 SCH 
GE Bonnie Sheehey / Email: bsheehey@uoregon.edu / Office hours F 11:00-12:50 in 161 SCH 
 
Accommodations: Students with documented disabilities can register with the Disability Support 
Services office. Please inform me about specific accommodation needs at the start of the course. 
Students without documented disabilities who may need specific accommodations should contact 
me to set up a conference to discuss specific needs. The University of Oregon is working to create 
inclusive learning environments.  Please notify me if aspects of the instruction or course design 
result in disability related barriers to your participation. You are also encouraged to contact the 
Accessible Education Center in 164 Oregon Hall: https://aec.uoregon.edu (541-346-1155). 
 
 

History of Philosophy: Modern 
 
Course Overview 
Modern philosophy is a period in Western Philosophy that begins together with the scientific 
revolution in the 17th century and it has continued to shape main philosophical debates in the West 
at least until the early 20th century. It is marked by a profound revolution in thinking that places the 
human mind at the center of philosophical inquiry and takes science as a model for philosophical 
reflection. This class serves as an introduction to Modern Philosophy. We will read three complete 
works by three seminal thinkers of the Modern period, beginning with Descartes who is usually 
considered to be the “father” of Modern philosophy (we will read his Meditations on First 
Philosophy), proceeding with Hume (An Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding), and ending 
with Kant (Prolegomena to any Future Metaphysics) whose transcendental philosophy is key for 
understanding many 19th and 20th century as well as contemporary Western philosophers. 
Additionally there will be introductory lectures about other main philosophers of the Modern period 
who relate to the philosophers we are reading more closely. Amongst topics we will consider are the 
nature of the human mind, reason, perception, the senses, the mind-body relation, the relation 
between mind and nature, what we can know about nature, causality, and freedom. Class time will 
consist in close reading of text passages, lectures, discussions, reading exercises, and short writing 
assignments. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
• Knowledge about some main figures and debates in Modern philosophy. 
• Knowledge about the historical importance of Modern philosophy for how we think today. 
• Knowing how to think along the lines of some Modern Philosophers. 
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• Increased capacity to read closely and understand some seminal philosophical texts. 
• Increased capacity to critically reflect on philosophical issues. 
• Increased capacity to write a short philosophy paper that is clear and well structured. 

 
Course Texts  
Required: 
Modern Philosophy: an Anthology of Primary Sources (Second Edition), ed. R. Ariew and E. Watkins, 
(Hackett, 2009). New and used copies are available at the UO Bookstore. The older (first) edition is 
acceptable but pagination is different.  
Other supplementary texts will be made available on Canvas. 
 
Recommended texts: 
Women Philosophers of the Early Modern Period, ed. by Margaret Atherton (Hackett, 1994). 
 
Course Requirements 
A) Three papers, 5-6 pages each.  25% each = 75%  
B) Attendance, participation especially in discussion sections, reading quizzes, short homework and 
in-class writing assignments. 25% 
All written homework needs to be printed, font Times New Roman 12, double-spaced, with 
one inch margins! 
 
Explanation of requirements: 
A) You will get a set of questions that you need to answer in the form of a paper. Most of the 
questions will test comprehension of the text and you will be required to make reference to concrete 
text passages that you interpret closely. All quotations need to be followed by explanations of what 
they say. 
 
B) PARTICIPATION POINTS 
You will get participation points for regular class attendance and attendance and participation in 
discussion sections, for completing in-class writing assignments and short homework assignments, 
and for contributing significantly to class discussions. Participation points will be added up at the 
end of the term and converted into grades. Frequent absences will lower your participation grade.  
 
Grade Rubric: 
A = excellent. No mistakes, well written, and distinctive in some way or other. 
B = good. No significant mistakes, well written, but not distinctive in any way. 
C = OK. Some errors, but a basic grasp of the material. 
D = poor. Several errors. A tenuous grasp of the material. 
 
Course Policies 
1. You are expected to treat each other and your instructors with respect, to listen to each other even 
if you don’t share fundamental beliefs or when disagreements arise, and to refrain as much as 
possible to entering or exiting the classroom while lectures and discussions are going on. You also 
should feel free to disagree with each other and to voice questions pertinent to our course materials. 
2. Handing in an assignment late will lower your grade. Homework that is more than a week late 
will not be accepted, unless this was for demonstrable (documented) reasons beyond your control. 
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3. If you miss a class it is your responsibility to keep up with the course material. Instead of basing 
your journal on what was said in class, you need to summarize the assigned reading for the day you 
missed.  
4. The use of electronic devices like is allowed only for purposes of taking class notes and 
accessing electronic material relevant for class. 
5. Please retain the original copy of all work returned to you during the term until the final course 
grade has been posted. In the event of any question concerning whether grades have been accurately 
recorded, it is your responsibility to provide these original copies as documentation. 
6. You are expected to follow the rules of academic honesty. Failure to do so will result in failure 
of the whole course (“F”). 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is the inclusion of someone else’s product, words, ideas, or data as one’s own work.  
When a student submits work for credit that includes the product, words, ideas, or data of others, the source 
must be acknowledged by the use of complete, accurate, and specific references, such as footnotes.  By placing 
one’s name on work submitted for credit, one certifies the originality of all work not otherwise identified by 
appropriate acknowledgements.  Verbatim statements by others must be enclosed by quotation marks or set off 
from the regular text as indented extracts. 
Students will avoid being charged with plagiarism if there is acknowledgement of indebtedness.  Indebtedness 
must be acknowledged whenever:  1) one quotes another person’s actual words or replicates all or part of 
another’s product; 2) one uses another person’s ideas, opinions, work, data, or theories, even if they are 
completely paraphrased in one’s own words; 3) one borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative material—
unless the information is common knowledge.   
Unauthorized collaboration with others on papers or projects can inadvertently lead to a charge of plagiarism.  If 
in doubt, consult the instructor or seek assistance from the staff of Academic Learning Services (68 PLC, 346-
3226).  In addition, it is plagiarism to submit as your own any academic exercise prepared totally or in part by 
another person, even if that person is acting as a tutor or editor (and ends up substantially producing part of the 
work). 
Fabrication:  Fabrication is the intentional use of information that the author has invented when he or she states 
or implies otherwise, or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive. 
Examples include, but are not limited to:  1) citing information not taken from the source indicated; 2) listing 
sources in a reference not used in the academic exercise; 3) inventing data or source information for research or 
other academic exercises. 
Cheating:  Cheating is an act of deception by which a student misrepresents or misleadingly demonstrates that 
he or she has mastered information on an academic exercise that he or she has not mastered, including the giving 
or receiving of unauthorized help in an academic exercise.  
Examples include but are not limited to:  1) copying from another student’s work; 2) collaborating without 
authority or allowing another student to copy one’s work in a test situation; 3) using the course textbook or 
other material not authorized for use during a test; 4) using unauthorized material during a test; for example, 
notes, formula lists, cues on a computer, photographs, symbolic representations, and notes written on clothing; 
5) resubmitting substantially the same work that was produced for another assignment without the knowledge 
and permission of the instructor; 6) taking a test for someone else or permitting someone else to take a test for 
you. 
 
Discrimination and sexual harassment: 
The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including 
sexual assault, domestic and dating violence and gender-based stalking. UO has staff members trained to support 
survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing 
accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. 
According to the new Title IX policy (https://titleix.uoregon.edu/employee-reporting-responsibilities-policy-overview) 
only some UO employees are required reporters, which includes me in my capacity as Head of the Philosophy 
Department. This means that if you tell me about a situation, I may have to report the information to my supervisor or 
the Office of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity. Although I have to report the situation, you will still have 
options about how your case will be handled, including whether or not you wish to pursue a formal complaint. Most 
regular faculty members as well as GEs are classified as “student-directed employees,” i.e. they are not mandatory 
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reporters. Our goal is to make sure you are aware of the range of options available to you and have access to the 
resources you need. 
If you wish to speak to someone confidentially, you can call 541-346-SAFE, UO’s 24-hour hotline, to be connected to 
a confidential counselor to discuss your options. You can also visit the SAFE website at safe.uoregon.edu.  
Resources for people experiencing hate and discrimination can be found on the following website: 
RESPECT.uoregon.edu and by calling 541-346-5555. 
 

 
 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
 
Week One 
M January 8: Introduction to the course. Lecture: “Rationalists” of the Modern Period  
 (Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Kant) and reading of Descartes, Discourse on Method. 
W January 10: Descartes, Meditation One 
 
Week Two 
M January 15: MARTING LUTHER KING HOLIDAY – no classes 
W January 17: Descartes, Meditation Two. 
 
Week Three 
M January 22: Descartes, Meditations Three. [Assignment of first take-home exam.] 
W January 24: Descartes, Meditation Six. 
 
Week Four 
M January 29: Responses to Descartes: Princess Elisabeth of Bohemia, Margaret Cavendish,  
 Anne Conway, Hobbes, Arnauld. (For the first three, texts are available on Canvas.) 
W January 31: Lecture: The British “Empiricists” (Locke, Berkley, and Hume)  
 Hume, An Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding Sections Two and Three:  
 “Of the Origin of Ideas” and “Of the Association of Ideas.”   
Friday discussion section: First take-home exam due. 
 
Week Five  
M February 5: Hume, An Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding,  
 Section IV: “Skeptical Doubts concerning the Operation of Understanding.” 
W February 7: Hume continued. Section V: “Skeptical Solutions to these Doubts.” 
 
Week Six 
M February 12: Hume continued. Section VI “Of Probability” and VII “Of the Idea of Necessary 
  Connection.” [Assignment of second take-home exam] 
W February 14: Hume, An Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding,  
 Section VIII: “Of Liberty and Necessity.” 
 
  

http://safe.uoregon.edu/
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Week Seven 
M February 19: Hume continued. Sections IX-XII. (Lecture) 
W February 21: Introduction to Kant and reading of, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics,  
 §§ 1-3 (Preamble on the Distinguishing Feature of All Metaphysical Cognition) 
Friday discussion section: Second take-home exam due! 
 
Week Eight 
M February 26: Kant, Prolegomena §§ 4-11. Cognition from pure reason.  
 (First Part: How is mathematics possible?) 
W February 28: Kant, Prolegomena §§ 14-17, 20-23.  
 (Second Part: How is natural science possible?) 
 
Week Nine  
M March 5: Kant, Prolegomena § 36 (How is nature itself possible?) and from  
 The Critique of Pure Reason, “Transcendental Aesthetic § 1-7. Time and Space. 
W March 7: The Critique of Pure Reason, Transcendental Logic, Analytic of Concepts,  
 Chapter One. The categories of understanding. (Read everything in our textbook from  
 the beginning of the Transcendental Logic to at least the end of Chapter One.)  
 
Week Ten 
M March 12: Kant, Prolegomena §§ 40-60. Psychological ideas and cosmological ideas. 
 [Third take-home exam assignment.]  
W March 14: Kant, Prolegomena Solution to the question How is metaphysics as a science  
 possible. Review. 
 
 
The final take-home exam is due latest Wednesday, March 21 Add a cover page with course 
information and the name of your GE on it. Please leave exams in the appropriate box straight 
ahead when you enter the Philosophy Department in 211 Susan Campbell Hall unless your GE 
requests online submissions of your take-home exams. 
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